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Helpful Fishing Hints 
Atindvatias 


Many Books have been written about Fishing 
and many more will be written, so we hope there 
is room for this little booklet. It will be confined 
to practical hints on how to catch fresh-water fish 
in the Central and North Central States after 
- you reach your destination. 

The space could all be utilized 3 in describing 
some of the situations likely to arise after one 
has hooked a big Muskie and what to try and do 
to get him into the boat. However, as this is 
intended for the beginner who finds himself going 
into fishing country for the first time, description 
will give place to short suggestions or Hints. The 
secret of catching fish or of securing game of any 
kind is in knowing its habits. A tenderfoot can 
go deer hunting and not get near enough to one 
to make it worth while chancing a shot, while 
another man will be able bring back photographs 
taken at close range. If it is your first visit to 
a lake or river you do not know, have a guide go 
with you for a couple of days and show you 
where the fish are and how to approach them. 
He knows. If the guide says the pike are biting 
but seems doubtful about the bass, it will be well 
to fish for pike. The guide will know where the 
deep holes and the bottom springs in a lake are 
located. Fish go to places like these in hot 
weather. 

If you were on a business street in a strange 
town and wanted your shoes shined you would 
not go into a grocery store, a hardware store, or 
a drug store, although they might have the best 
looking windows on the block. You would look 
up and down the street for the sign ef a shoe- 
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shine shop or a barber shop and go directly to it 
without waste of time. 

It is something like that in hunting out good 
fishing spots. Sometimes the places that may look 
ideal to the novice are not good fishing places at 
all. The shoe-shine boy may go into one of the 
fine looking stores for a few minutes, then back 
to where he makes his headquarters. Mr. Fish 
may swim in and out of many places on his side 
of the lake but if you really want him to see 
your bait it is best to ring his home doorbell. 
Your guide will know where these places are 
located and after some experience you will be able 
to recognize the “signs” unerringly even on a 
strange lake or river. 

Don’t get discouraged if you do not make 
much of a catch at first. It takes experience to 
learn where to find fish when they have the 
wholé lake or stream in which to swim about 
and hide. Then too, catching fish is only a small 
part of fishing. The anticipation, the getting 
ready, the going, the coming, the camp, the old 
leaky boat, the water, the sky, the trees, the 
rocks, the plaintive little song of an unfamiliar 
bird, the soft whisper of the wind through the 
swaying grass, the patter of the rain on the roof 
—these and many other things will linger long 
in your memory. ‘They will give your brain a 
rest from the daily routine you force upon it, 
the outdoor life will give your body a wonderfully 
invigorating tonic. Even professional athletes 
such as baseball players, etc., go fishing when 
they can, to get some of the “pep” such as 
is to be found nowhere else. You will return 
from a fishing trip with stored up energy that 
will take you through many a hard day in business 
and “when winter comes” you can look over 
your tackle with memories of many happy hours 
that have passed and with thoughts and hopes of 
the days to come. Yes, you will go again—and 
then again. 
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The outdoor magazines have many good articles 
about what tackle to use. If you are just taking - 
up fishing and have not read much about it, your 
sporting goods dealer will advise you on what you 
need, or some fisherman friend will show you his 
fishing tackle and help you start out well equipped. 
When you are getting ready for your second trip 
you will probably want to buy some more tackle. 
That is part of the fun. 


And now our first bit of advice. Get a license. 
Obey the game laws; they were made for your 
benefit. Be a true sportsman always, and when 
you are too old to go fishing be able to say with 
the pride that will surely be yours if you can say 
it, “Well, you young fellows, I hope you will have 
as much fun as I have had. I have done a lot of 
fishing and hunting in my day, and sometimes I 
did not have much to show for my efforts but I 
never bought any game, I never kept undersized 
fish, I never used a set line, killed a deer with 
buckshot, snared a rabbit, or shot a quail on the 
“sit”. I have played baseball, tennis, billiards and. 
golf but the greatest. pleasure of all was to get 
away from answering the telephone, from the 
irritation of clicking typewriters, from the tiring 
noise of factory and traffic, and go fishing.” 


When To Go Fishing 


Tue TIME to go fishing is whenever you get the 
chance to do so. Some think that because vacations 
must be taken in August that the fishing is sure 
to be poor. Not so. If you know where to fish 
and when to fish in the month of August, you can 
have some good fishing. 


In cloudy weather just before a storm, if there 
is just a little ripple on the water, is a very good 
time for fishing. After a heavy rain fishing is 
likely to be poor. 


Start out early in the morning. The sun is up 
before five o’clock in July and August and there is 
daylight before that. Fish looking up against the 
sky can see minnows and other things in the water 
and if you are a bit late for a seven o'clock 
breakfast and then use up some time getting your 
tackle ready, packing a lunch, hunting up the oars, 
bailing out the boat, etc., by the time you get across 
the lake where you intend to go, Mr. Fish may 
pare a full stomach and just make faces at your 

ait. 


There is no set rule that will assure you of a 
string of fish, As a somewhat general rule, 
however, it is almost useless to use surface baits 
between ten in the morning and three in the 
afternoon if the sun is bright. On cloudy days the 
fishing may be good throughout the day. 


Talk (not too loud) if you wish but do not 
rattle the oars or bang your tackle box on a seat 
or the bottom of the boat or make a noise with 
your feet. When you were a kid did you ever go 
swimming, take two stones in your hands, go 
below the surface of the water and pound the 
stones together? It is deafening. Manipulate the 
boat carefully and quietly. 


Not more than three in a boat. 
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Batts 


SOME REFERENCE must be made to baits but there 
are so many different kinds of good artificial baits 
on the market that none will be specifically 
named, not even the ones that are our particular 
favorites, because some other fellow’s favorites 
are undoubtedly just as good. Artificial baits will 
be designated by general terms: spoons, flies,plugs, 
etc. Just try and use good judgment in selecting 
baits. A beef steak might be good bait for.a shark, 
but a ridiculous thing to offer to a bass. Baits 
almost as absurd are being cast upon the waters 
with the idea that “maybe” a big fish of some kind 
will take them. For a starter at least, stick to 
just a few of the recognized old standbys and 
learn to present them properly, where the fish are 
likely to be. 


With artificial baits set the hook at once before 
the fish has time to discover his mistake and 
eject it. 


The natural baits are hard to beat: minnows, 
frogs, worms, etc. If you use a frog for casting 
be merciful and kill him by sticking your knife 
blade through his head where the backbone joins 
the brain. You will catch just as many fish and it 
will be your skill in working the bait and not the 
frog’s dying agonies that does it. Use small frogs 
in preference to big ones. Hook them through both 
lips. Keep frogs in a dry basket, wetting well two 
or three times a day but do not put wet moss or 
wet grass in bottom of basket or put frogs in a 
minnow bucket containing water. 


Hook minnows into the flesh just ahead or just 
behind the dorsal fin but not deep enough to touch 
the spine. Cut off the fins of a large minnow. 


Use weedless hooks for live baits. 
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In fishing with live bait give the fish time to 
manipulate the bait around in his mouth after he 
first grabs it. As soon as he starts to move off, set 
the hook. This may keep you on the anxious seat 
longer than you expect. Give the fish time. 


THERE ARE Many fine points you will learn about 
fishing and soon you will be able to give other 
fishermen some pointers. One reason rods are 
made flexible is so that a fish cannot get a solid 
pull against you and tear the hook out of his 
mouth. That is what he tries to do and that is why 
so many big ones are lost in trying to swing them 
over the side of the boat, the rod bends to its 
limit and the fish then having almost a solid pull, 
the weight of a big one will tear a hole in his lips 
where he is hooked and one good flop will set him 
free. You are likely to ruin the rod if you do save 


the fish. 


Do not try to cast too far; 50 feet is about 
right. Unless you are quite good at casting you 
may get a back lash and the wind may take you 
past a good spot before you get unsnarled. With 
too long a cast your bait may make a splash like 
throwing a rock in the water or you may go too 
far and get your bait hung up in the bushes 
overhanging the bank. 


Do not stand up in the boat when casting. 


It is useless to fish during the daytime in 
territory where motor boats are traveling back 
and forth. If it looks like good fishing water try 
this part of the lake at night. 


In bait casting for bass, use several feet of 
synthetic gut leader on the end of your line. Have 
it just long enough so it will not wind on the reel. 


Always use a short wire leader (not too heavy), 
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with swivel and snap hook, next to your bait if 
there are large Pickerel, Northerns or Muskies 
around. 


Do not reel in too fast when retrieving your 
bait. In retrieving, point your rod toward the bait 
so as to be in position to strike without hitting 
your partner with your rod. 


If a fish misses your bait do not keep casting 
again and again in the same place. After a couple 
more casts move on and come back later. 


If a fish follows your bait right up to the boat 
without taking it, jiggle it up and down right over 
his nose just above the surface. 


After setting the hook let fish run with it a 
short distance without giving him any slack line. 
If fish breaks water raise the tip of your rod 
quickly so there will not be any slack in the line. 
When fish hits water again and dives, lower 
the rod tip quickly but do not let any slack oceur 
in the line. 


Do not “horse” the fish in. Keep a fairly tight 
line but ease up a bit and let him take some line 
if he fights and pulls very hard. Play him until he 
is through fighting and can be brought up close 
without dashing around when he sees you. Then if 
it is a bass, pickerel, walleye, brook trout or 
rainbow, use a landing net. When he gets up close 
to the boat, if he starts to go under the boat, as he 
is likely to do, try to steer him around the end of 
the boat. If he goes under the boat and your rod 
presses against the side of the boat, either the fish 
will get away or your rod will break. 


In cleaning fish to take home do not wash them. 
Remove the gills, the insides and all the clotted 
blood along the back bone. Wipe dry with a dish 
towel. Put some grass between the two sides of 
the belly so that they will not touch. In packing 
keep fish separated with grass. 
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Mushellunge 


THE MUSKELLUNGE is solitary in its habits. You 
will find them just under the edge of lily pads, 
muskie weeds, along side of logs, or under flat 
leaf trees that have fallen into the water near 
the shore. 


A beginner fishing for Muskies sometimes goes 
home with a sad tale about the one that got away. 
Use a heavier rod and a heavier line than for bass 
and when you decide to set the hook, set it. 
Muskies have hard mouths. Casting will not be 
easy with a heavy line but you can troll, which is 
perhaps the best way for a beginner to get a 
Muskie after all. 


You may see a Muskie cruising around but you 
are likely to find that a well placed cast does not 
attract him. Your best chances are after you 
learn where these fellows hang out. 


Muskies like frogs. You need a large frog and 
then cast near the Muskie’s home. 


After you have set the hook do not immediately 
force him to come all the way up to the boat. 


A Muskellunge will surprise you and get you 
excited the first time you hook one. He fights 
from the word go, leaping out of water, streaking 
away until you feel sure he will come to the 
end of your line and break it. Or perhaps after 
fighting and being unable to get away he will go 
to the bottom and sulk there until you despair ot 
ever getting him up. 


When you hook a muskie that acts as though he 
was going to make trouble, have your partner 
row out away from shore where there will not be 
weeds near the surface. 
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MUSKELLUNGE 


LURES: Daylight to 9 A.M. 
No. 7 size gold plated —_4:39 P.M. to Dark. 


— a ov —— 


spoon with bucktail. 


Silver plated spoon with 
red and white 
feathers. 


Large red fly on a 
weedless hook with a 
wiggling pork strip 
trailing behind. 


Frogs. 

Minnows (5” to 7”). 
Small suckers. 
Plugs. 


cide 
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Péicherel— Northern Pike 


Tue Hasits of a Pickerel and his larger sized 
relative, the Northern Pike, are quite similar and 
to keep these Hints within booklet size and not 
let them grow into a book we will class the fish 
together. 


They lie under cover of the weeds very quietly 
and will dash after any frog, minnow, spoon or 
other attractive bait that comes their way. If 
you are after Muskies you may not like this 
but even little “grass pickerel’’ are frequently 
sweeter eating than Bass caught in the same 
lake. They are not to be despised at all if of 
legal size, although they are full of small bones. 
In eating cooked fish, turn them so the stomach is 
down on your plate and the back up. Then with 
your table knife cut either side of the back bone 
and push the meat away from the bones attached 
to the back bone. No need to get any bones in 
your mouth. 


In early spring if you row around a weedy 
lake you may find a place that looks like a little 
inlet (it is not, but it may look like one). The 
water may seem too shallow for fishing but there 
is almost sure to be a Pickerel there and if you 
do not get your boat in too close and scare him 
he will take your bait. 


A good way for a beginner to catch Pickerel 
is to troll round and round the lake with a spoon 
just outside of the weed beds. When you come to 
bay-like indentations where you cannot troll, 
make casts with your second outfit using a fresh 
minnow for bait. If you find that you are casting 
the minnows away, reverse the method, troll the 
minnow and cast the spoon. 


A good bait is a No. 5 gold plated spoon with 
skinned frog legs attached to the hook. 
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A piece of the belly of a small perch and the 
two front fins make a great pickerel bait. Try it 
on a fly rod. 


PICKEREL — NORTHERN PIKE 


LURES: TIME: 
| No. 5 Size Spoons Daylight to 10 A.M. 
| Frogs 3 P.M. to Dark 
| Plugs 
Minnows (4”) 


Pork Rind Spinners 


Wealleyed Pihe 


WALLEYED PIKE are found over a gravel bar 
fairly well out in the lake or in the deeper hollows 
that occur in a somewhat flat bottom lake. If 
you do not have a guide to show you these places 
you can often find them by trolling a live minnow 
deep down toward the bottom. 


Use a strong line that will not break if it gets 
caught in weeds. Fasten a “Bank Sinker” or an 
egg-shaped sinker (one that will pull through 
weeds) on the end of the line. Three or four feet 
above the sinker fasten a small swivel. To the 
swivel fasten about two feet of gut leader and a 
hook. Bait with a small minnow. 


Row slowly and drag the sinker over the 
bottom of a sand-bottom lake. The sinker will 
find the deeper places and your hook will be just 
about the right distance from the bottom for the 
bottom feeders. They are sometime twenty-five 
feet down. When you get a fish, drop an anchor 
very carefully and fish there. They congregate in 
“schools.” 


Use a gut leader about two feet long with a 
sinker attached about ten inches above the hook. 


WALLEYED PIKE 


LURES: TIME: 
Minnows (2%") Daylight to 10 A.M. 
Frogs 4 P.M. to Dark 
Crabs 


Small Spoons 
Night Crawlers 
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FGishing 


Allah does not deduct from the allotted time 
of man those hours spent in fishing. 


“The motto to the arms of Kilrenny, an 
ancient fishing town in Fifeshire, is indicative 
of the perseverance necessary to the fisher- 
man: ‘Semper tibi pendeat hamus’—Let the 


hook always be hung out.” 


Today we say 
“To catch fish keep your line wet.” 
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Cranpies— Blue Gills 


THEsE So CALLED pan fish make delicious eating. 
Some larger species of fish are often coarse and 
have a strong flavor. 


A nice string of these smaller fish will assure 
you of a fine meal. They congregate in “schools” 
and if you catch one you should get more in the 
same place. 


Crappies live in beds and holes and sometimes 
around docks if the water is deep enough. They 
are easily frightened so be quiet. They have 
tender mouths. Use small hooks. 


A killing crappie lure is made with a small 
spinner and hook, baited with a small piece 
about 3%” square) cut out of the back of a 
perch. Leave the skin on but remove the scales. 
There seems to be an odor or taste to perch flesh 
that is more attractive than from any other fish. 


Blue gills will be found early in the season in 
the reeds and weeds just off shore. Later-on they 
go into little bays and sheltered places. Fish for 
them near the bottom. Keep bait moving a trifle, 
not too fast. 


Have some guide or resort owner show you 
how to make fillets. No cleaning of fish, no 
scaling, no bones. 


CRAPPIES — BLUE GILLS 


LURES: TIME: 
Worms Anytime 
Artificial Flies : 
Minnows (1%”") 

Small Spoons 
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Brock TJrout— Rainbows 


First TIME you try trout fishing wade down 
stream and use a garden hackle for bait. Do 
not use barnyard worms. 


Use a snelled hook of not too large size, use 
one like you would for perch. Do not use a hook 
with an offset bend to one side. You will snag it 
on the bottom too often. Use a split shot for a 
sinker and swing your bait easily to the place 
you want it to reach. Do not try to cast it with 
a bait casting or fly casting motion. Until you 
learn how you will be almost sure to get it 
snarled up in the bushes behind you or the 
overhanging trees, 


Try fly fishing next trip. 


Don’t hurry, move slowly. Cast in a direction 
so you will not make a shadow where you want 
your bait to land. After you become a fly 
fisherman and some grand day find that the trout 
just insist on staying on the bottom where you 
can see them but will not rise to any pattern of 
fly you offer, try a sunken fly. Use a good sized 
hook so it will sink rapidly. When about a foot 
from the bottom raise rod and strike at the first 
suggestion of a fish. A tiny gold spinner with a 
fly tied on the hook, moved through the water 
about six inches below the surface will often 
bring these sulkers up from the bottom in a 
hurry, if they do not see you. 


In fishing for Rainbows, always keep a straight 
tight line, they break water when hooked. Strike 
before you really see the fish. Use much smaller 
flies late in the season than in the Spring. 


When wading a stream, fasten your fly book to 
a button hole in your coat with a string of 
convenient length, so it will not get lost. 
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BROOK TROUT — RAINBOWS 


LURES: TIME: 
Atificial Flies Daylight to 10 A.M. 
Worms 4 P.M. to dark. 
Minnows (172") Fish all day if stream 


Gr asshoppers is shady and sun is 
Spinners not too bright. Best 
time when it feels 
like rain or after a 
light shower. Also 
when black flies are 
nearly driving you 


crazy. 


More Hints 


HAVE TWO BAIT casting outfits set wp, each 
with a different kind of bait, and be ready to 
cast at once with the second one if you do not 
get a strike out of some perfect looking place 
with your first bait or if you get a back lash. 


If fish are not hitting well, open the stomach 
of one you have caught and see what they have 
been eating. 

If there is a “bloom” on the water it will be 
well to move to some other lake although you 
may be able to make a catch by fishing at night, 
if it is legal. 

Have a hook disgorger in your tackle box. 


If your spoons get dull looking, vinegar and 
salt (always available) will brighten them. 


Test your lines and leaders each morning 
before starting out. The leaders must be soaked 
soft before testing or before using. 


Fish have enemies in the air such as cranes, 
fish hawks, etc., and if you are bait casting, a 
heavy bait slapped hard on the water when a 
bass is lying near the surface under some lily 
pads will scare him half to death. 


Fish seem to have the sense of smell and fresh 
water game fish will not take very old dead 
minnows or soft worms, etc. 


Always have some fly dope in your tackle box. 
You will need it for night fishing and may need it 
any evening, on the lake or stream around the 
camp. Don’t try to make your own dope, most 
of the homemade concoctions are terrible in one 
way or another. Until you have settled on one 
kind that you can swear by, it is well to start out 
with several kinds recommended by some one who 
has tried them, some liquid, some grease. Try 
them until you find one that suits you. Mosquitos 
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and black flies can just about ruin your trip. 
Enough of them can make you even more 
uncomfortable than to fall in the water and get 
soaked. We fell down three times one day on a 
trout stream that had slippery stones. Not ‘bad 
at all. Dry before we got back to camp for supper, 
but that night the mosquitos nearly murdered us. 
Don’t try to economize by omitting to take along 
some good fly dope. . 

Never lay your rod down where it can get 
stepped on or dirt can get in the reel. 


In your toilet kit have a cake of curative or 
antiseptic soap. Use it exclusively. It will take 
out the sting caused by small scratches or the 
poison from the pricks of fishes’ fins, etc. Use 
liberally on face and neck. It will greatly relieve 
the irritation of mosquito bites and sun burn. 

Earth worms, commonly known as angleworms, 
are perhaps more universally used for fishing than 
any other so-called live bait. As a small boy you 
caught your first perch or sunfish with them and 
when you get too old to wade a trout stream and 
handle a fly rod, you can still catch a big trout by 
sitting on a dam and letting your hook, baited 
with a worm drift down in the waters below. All 
fish seem to like them. If you use angleworms for 
bait, they will need careful attention on your 
fishing trip. 

Take a box without any cracks through which 
the worms can crawl. Cover the inside bottom 
with sod taken from black soil, soil side up—grass 
side down. Put in a little dirt, sprinkle on some 
worms, cover with black soil, mix in some pieces 
of sod, and so on until all the worms are in the 
box without touching one another. At the end of 
the first day, whether you are still traveling in 
your car or whether you have reached your 
destination, dump the whole box upside down on 
the ground and re-pack. You will find many of 
the worms have gathered in one place and are 
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matted together like a bunch of yarn. If left 
that way they will die before another day has 
passed. They must all be carefully separated and 
redistributed so they are not touching one another. 
If the soil seems to be drying out do not wet it. 


‘Take fresh black soil and fresh sod. 


When you return from the day’s fishing be sure 
to dump out your main box of worms again and 
go through the same procedure, mixing in what- 
ever worms you bring back at the end of the day. 
Do not fill your bait box until just before you 
start out in the morning. 


This may read like a lot of bother but it is 
useless to offer a game fish a sickly looking worm. 


Night crawlers will keep very well distributed 
carefully through damp florist’s moss. Probably 
angleworms will too. 


Do not feel called upon to supply your friends 
and neighbors with fish every time you return home 
from a fishing trip. Thousands of splendid fish 
never find their way to the table because the cook 
did not care to clean or scale them and so dumped 
them in the garbage can and reported them spoiled. 


Landing Nets 


To MANY fishermen a landing net seems like 
something he does not really need, but there are 
more stories about the “whale” that got away 
than of the big one that was caught and in most 
cases he was lost almost at the last minute in trying 
to take him from the water. The recollection of ~ 
that disappointment often lingers in one’s memory 
for years. “I didn’t have a landing net and I 
didn’t know what to do, so I tried to—etc., etc., 
but he got away”. You would gladly lug a landing 
net around for a half dozen years if you could get 
another chance like that one. Landing nets of 
many sizes with folding frames that take up no 
more room in your kit than a fishing rod are to 


be had for all kinds of fishing. 


Whether you have a landing net or not, if you 
want to save your fish, keep cool, take plenty of 
time, don’t try to “horse him in” or he may run 
under the boat and break your rod. Let him fight 
out in the open until he seems ready to give up, 
then bring him in slowly and when he is up close 
and he can see you, lead him around a bit and 
make sure he is not going to give the unexpected 
kick that frees him. Don’t jab at the fish with 
your net and try to scoop him up. Put the landing 
net in the water quietly and far enough below the _ 
surface so the fish can pass over it without touching 
it. Then lead the fish over the net and lift him 
ene Easiest thing about fishing when you learn 

ow. 


A Muskie of keeper size will raise havoc with 
a landing net. Use a gaff hook instead if the fish 
is of legal size and you intend to keep it. Never 
shoot a fish. Plug baits with a lot of gang hooks 
are hard to untangle from a landing net. 
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Manufacturers 
of 
Steel Fishing Rods 
Seamless Tubular Bait Casting 
One piece Solid Bait Casting 
Jointed Tubular Bait Casting 
Telescopic Bait Casting 
Telescopic Bait and Fly 
Trolling 
and 
a complete line of 
Landing Nets 


Formerly manufacturers of the famous Talbot Reel 
which was discontinued when the level-wind 
patents expired. 
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The Policy of the House 


To ESTABLISH and maintain an acknowledged 
standard of excellence for articles designed 
especially to contribute toward man’s enjoyment 
of the great outdoors. 

To build without guesswork thoroughly 
practical and trustworthy equipment of handsome 
design—moderately priced. 

To remember always that the main desire of 
the user is recreation and the article in hand 
must add to his pleasure and must not fail him. 

To hold as unworthy the sacrifice of quality 
long established in order to lower the price. 

To give each customer’s requirements careful 
consideration and exert the fullest effort to make 
all transactions satisfactory. 

E Ns strive to be absolutely dependable in our 
eld. 


To the end that these ideals may be achieved, 


certain fundamentals are self evident 


First—To know the needs of the outdoors man 
before presuming to meet them. 


Second—A constant and sincere endeavor to 
excel. 


Third—A factory equipped with acu 
machinery operated by painstaking and skilled 
mechanics. 


Fourth—A large stock of materials especially 
selected for the purposes for which they are to 
be used. 


Fifth—An organization built upon one 
fundamental idea—to gain and hold trade by 
giving honest value plus dependable service. 
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@uarantee 


The policy of the Richardson Rod & 
Reel Co. is to manufacture the very 
best that can be produced in its line, 
and its products may be purchased with 
the assurance that each article will 
give complete satisfaction if it receives 
reasonablecare and attention. Richardson 
Rods are guaranteed against flaws in 
material or workmanship for a period of 
one year after leaving our factory. Parts 
will be replaced or repaired and returned 
to customer without charge if when sent 
to us for inspection they are found to 
be defective. Rods subjected to abuse 
or neglect, and rods showing undoubted 
evidences of standing undue strains 
before breaking cannot be considered 
defective. Rods or bags that have 
become shop worn or have been used 
cannot be accepted for credit 
or exchange. 


RICHARDSON 
ROD & REEL CO. 


ZF 


P ( 4 ~T NY 


Although during the past 4 years Richardson 
_ Rod & Reel Co. has been busy on war work, 
- nevertheless in what time we could spare, 
developments have been progressing on fishing 
rods to enable us to present even better rods 
than before the war. The E-Z REACH 
handle, illustrated on the opposite page, is one 
of those developments and those who have 
seen this handle, have immediately approved 
it. You will note that instead of the offset fore 
and rear of the reel seat, this handle has an 
offset only in the rear causing the reel seat to 
slant slightly upwards. This change does not 
raise the reel any higher than the double offset 
handle, but it does bring the spool about 34” 
closer to the thumb. This provides easier 
thumbing of the spool not only for those with 
shorter thumbs but for every user of this 
handle regardless of the length of the thumb. 


Incidentally, several of those who have seen 
and handled a rod with this E-Z REACH 
handle have remarked that the rod appears to 
point or aim more accurately. 


This handle is provided on the top grade 
rods only. The former double offset handle is 
provided on the balance of our line. 


This new handle is designed for use on 
Richardson made rods only. It will not fit on 
any other make of rods. 
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The Sign of the Fish 


A TAG printed like the illustration on the 
opposite page is to be found attached to every 
Richardson Rod, and you should look for this 
tag when buying your next rod. 


The tag plainly labels the rod that it is made 
in the Richardson plant by craftsmen that have 
years of training and also that the materials 
used in the rod are of the highest grade that 
can be obtained for this purpose. 


On the reverse side of the tag you will find a 
description of the rod which not only identifies 
the rod as a quality value but it gives you 
quick facts about that particular rod. It tells you 
exactly what you want to know and gives you 
all the details about the rod you want to buy. 


Better Dealers Everywhere Handle 
Richardson Rods. 
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IC HARD ms ARDS HARDSON 


Always Better. 
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